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SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER  

              

                                                   Sunday, April 11, 2021 
  

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

Alleluia!   Christ is risen.   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.   We thank you, 

risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.  We bless 

you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting 

earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.  Breathe your peace on 

your church when we hide in fear.  Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our 

journey as we share your life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life.  To you be 

given all praise,  with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

PRAYER  OF  THE DAY  

  

Let us pray.  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 

Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 4: 32-35 

            

The First Reading is from the 4th chapter of Acts.  

 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership 

of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy 

person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 

sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   



PSALM:  Psalm 133   (Please read responsively)  

 
1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron,  

 flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.  For there the Lord has commanded  

  the blessing: life forevermore.  

 

SECOND READING:  1 John 1: 1--2: 2 
 

The Second Reading is from the 1st and 2nd chapters of 1 John.    
 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 

we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we 

have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 

us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 

our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete.   5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 

there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 

and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 

is not in us. 

 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 

ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   

 

GOSPEL:  John 20: 19-31 

      

The Gospel according to St. John. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 

said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”   24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 

said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.”    26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”   
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 



The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HYMN:   Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 

Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

THE SERMON:  “Judas Ate Too”         (Written by Tracy Wells       Copyright: skitguys.com)    

 

Pastor:  Kelli Tyler          Woman:  Pastor Stina Schaeffer  

   

THE APOSTLES' CREED  

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

             creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

            and the life everlasting.    Amen. 



PRAYERS 

     

 Response to:   “Hear us, O God” . . . .  . Your mercy is great.   

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.    Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

   

We celebrate the presence of God in bread and wine.  All are welcome to receive this gift.    

  

BLESSING  

 

You are what God made you to be:  created in Christ Jesus for good works,  chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,  in the name of the holy and  

life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

  

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

Welcome to Worship!  Please remember masks are required and we will be observing social distancing.  

Worship seating is available in the sanctuary and the basement, with 2 larger family spaces for our families 

with young children in the upstairs Sunday School room.  As you arrive, you will receive a bag with a bulletin, 

Communion elements and anything else that may be needed for the Service.  Ushers will seat you to assure we 

observe social distancing.    

 

Thank You to Kelli Tyler for her portrayal during the Sermon skit.   



Thank You to everyone who contributed to Operation Gratitude!  We will be assembling the “Thank You 

Baskets”  this week on Tuesday, the 13th at 10:00 am.  Join us in the church basement as we put together the 

baskets for our local healthcare workers.  The baskets will be blessed next Sunday, the 18th, before they are sent 

out.   

 

Reading today’s lessons is Charlie Benner.   

 

Prayer Chain requests can be given to Elaine and Charlie Benner  (ceben58@ptd.net).   

 

Quarter-&-A-Can will be held the next 2 Sundays - April 18th and 25th.  Your donations of non-perishable 

food items are  important during these difficult times so our local food banks can help local families in need.  

Please bring your donations and place them in the boxes at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you! 

 

Readers are needed!  Please contact Pastor Stina if you would like to volunteer to read and she will provide 

you with the readings. Currently, there is not a sign-up sheet in the vestibule due to COVID.  

    

During this difficult time, Salem’s financial obligations remain the same.  Your continued financial support, as 

you are able, is greatly appreciated.  Offerings can be mailed to the church (Salem Lutheran Church; 899 Salem 

Road; Selinsgrove, PA 17870) or made electronically through our website’s “Online Giving” tab.   Thank you!  
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